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Let ‘weary in 


thefe Werds it may be théught, 
tue holy Writer had 4 ſpecial 


which the early been of the 


Share. The Inſults of Enemies, the De- 
ſertion and Reproaches of Friends, the Scorn 
and Averſion of a prejudiced World, were 


Diſcouragements, whofe lmpreſſion muſt 


have been very ſenſibly felt in every ‘Part 
of their Duty. Theſe Circumſtanees - were 
doubtleſs in the Apoſtles View, but not fo 
. a do confine it to them. A 
A 2 little 


Regard, to thofé Diſtreſſes to 


Gospel was expoſed, and of 
which he hümſelf had born fo’ eminent a 
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little Reflection will convince us, that the 


all of oe h. 


will 


it” wilt Ales Gada 
Agplieation, and deferve our Attention’ in 


in our View. 


le OsseRvE to you, that every good 

Work is attended with: Supports, - fuffi- 
ia dient to uF 
in d all, « 188K 
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elections, to that excellent Work of 
Charity, for whofe. Promotion we are 


Tue,firk. molt; general :Difcourage 


ment of good Actions, is what they may 
expect from the Oppofition of wicked Men. 
The publick Approbation of the World is 
a eich Vien’ always laboured w 
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from Virtue. Tis 
Libertine fees! Reſpecti and o Applauſe Wat 
on a virtuous Conduct. As: his: Sentiments 


are deſcribed in the Bobk of Wifdom: Tir 


to bis Eyes todebold git upbraids 

bins with bis offending the Lm, und objets 
to bis Infamy the of bis 
cation. He cannot ſtand feodegiading a 
Compariſon, or endure a Light which 
equally vadorns a Character he hates, and 
ſhews the Deformity of his own. This 
Paſſion will engage the utmoſt Efforts of 
Malice, and all the Acts of Detraction, to 
leſſen the Diſparity, to hinder the Effects, 
and diſcredit the Example of a reputable 
pina) & YiRe yond 
| 18 8 fit 
are to be 
feared only from the Enemies to all Reli- 
gion and Virtue; but wherever Men are 
divided into Parties, whatever are the Views 
and Principles under which they are diſtin- 
guifhed, we fee, in daily Obfervation, with 
what Spite and Partiality they repreſent 
each others Conduct. If one Party be in 
Power, their Adminiſtration is ſure to be 
oppoſed and obſtructed by the other: The 
wiſeſt Counſels will be vilified, the moſt 
Mi- 
| ſtake 


* * . 
* + lips}, > 
aks 
= 
7 
* 
2. 
*. 
“3 
— 
ag 
4 ‘ 
7 
" 
x 
— 
. 
— 
. 
* 
2 
wy 
a 
i 
1 * 
4 
4 
„ ‘ A 
8 
* 


the eafier Labour, of obſcuring and d 


will de the 


Sufpicion: improved: into a Charge, and the 
greateft Virtues either overlock d or traduc d. 
a \peligious Diy ions equally attach 
Men to the Intereſts af a Sect, the fame 
itragular Paſſons are apt to attend them, 
whith , embitter, other Contentions. The Ho- 
nour and Eſteem which accompaniés virtuous 
Actions, are an Advantage Men unwillingly 
allow to a Profeſſion they diſapprove. It 
feéms an Impeachment of: their Judgment, 


und a Reflection on their Choice, to have op- 


poſed or departed from a Religion, adorn d 
with ſuch excellent Fruit. It would, indeed, 


be a happy Effect of theſe Emulations, * 


they produc’d only a Contention to excel 
in iodide Actions:? But the Paffions of 
Mankind will very rarely permit us to hope 
for this Event. To fome few generous Spirits, 


ſuch Competitions may be a Spur and In- 


centive in the Race of Virtue; but the far 
greater Number will content themfelves with 


an Adverſaries Praiſe. If the Fact it ſelf, 
and its good Tendencies, cannot be de 
yet fome Circumftance or other will afford 
Objection, in Abatement of the Merit of it. 
Either the Motives and Principles it pro- 
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in Basfter- Week. 
Inconvenisncias will be offer:d in 
Ballance, to the Advantages ‘which appeer to 
recommend it. From Suggestions of this 
Kind the beſt Actions cannot be fecured. 
For all moral Actlons, exdmined ia 6 pru- 
dential .Confideration of their Tendencies, 
ate capable of diſferomt Views: ». Their Effects 
and Conſequences depend on a Coneurrence 
of Accidents, which no Wiſdom can afcer- 


tain ügninſt a Poſihility of Failure, Aud then, 
us to the Intentions of the Heart, the Ends 


thefe are inviſible to Men, und leave the 


Detracter large room, to ſuggeſt Hypecrific 
or Superſtition, ſome private Inteveſt, fome 


corrupt or fadtious Deſign, in 


to 
7 

of Party Zeal, pen 
Envy, and perfonal Averfions, will often 
fall in, and help to aggravate: the Charge; 
‘while few will be found generous enough to 


refute the Afperfion, or regret the Diminu- 
of another's Praife. 


that: Defect in die Scheme, an Overlight 
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tio mingle with our beſt Actions, may pro- 
voke the Cenſute and oprettten even of 
belt advited will of. 
2 ‘of the Succefs we propoſe from it; 
not only theſe Oppoſitions to it; but the 
Mit condus of the Inſtruments we employ, 
or the Indifpofition of Subject, may de- 
feat’ ou Intentions of Beneſicence, and ren- 
der our Pains fruitleſs and ineffectual. | Thefe 
are all of them Events, which a good Man 
muſt frequently expect in 4 Courſe of well. 
doing; and it muſt be confeſs d, they are 
‘great Difeomforts’ to him in his Progrefs ; 
ſuch as may cool thé Fervour; and abate 
the Activity of a very ſincere und honeſt 
Di fpofition to Virtue. But let me exhort 


ah, Nor to’ be “weary: or faint in woll- 
for our Supports are 
eraditona 10 
I may remind you, fußt, of that inward Ap- 
und Complacehoy; which fpritigs up in the 
Heart of a good Man, when he beholds the 
Fruits of his Virtue, the Happinefs and Plea- 
“tre! he” diffufes humane — 
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Thurſday in 


partakes in every Satisfaction he gives; ad 
relieves himfelf when he prevents or removes 
the Miferies of others. And to this we 
may add, the Obligations of Gratitude ‘he 
lays on every Object of his Charity, the Ne- 
turns he engages of their Service and Prayers, 
and the Honour and Refpe& which’ generally 
attend a beneficent Character. Thefe are 
prefent Encouragements in well-doing, to 
which neither Reafon nor Religion forbids 
our Regard, Whatfoever Things are’ Bs 
whatfoover Things are of good Report, if 
pe Virtue, any Praife, 
permitted, but commanded 
Things. ain 


expect frequent Diſappointmonts in ‘thefe 
Proſpects of our Virtue: That our good, will 
fometimes be evil ſpolen of, and be made 
even an Article of Reproof and Accufation 
againſt us. That our greateft Obligations 
will often find ungrateful Returns. That 
our moft beneficial Defigns will be oppofed, 
and by a Variety of 
ineffectual, 


Bu r ftill there remains an Encouragement 
in well-doing, which is able alone to ſupport 
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bur perſeverance. When we attend to the 


Views and Motives of Religion, when we 


conſider our felves as obeying Go p, acquiring 
an Intereft, in his Favour, and aſſuring our 


Hopes: of that ineftimable Reward he has an- 
— * his 


Rismaefs of our Virtue. While Authority, 
popular Applanfe, or any other prefent En- 
couragements attend us, the Motives of 
Action are fo blended together, that we 
cam, but imperfactiy diſcern, whether Reve- 
rence for the Command, and. Zeal for the 
Honour. of Gon, have their proper Influence 
on us: But when, all other Inducements 
are withdrawn, we are aſſured, that theſe 
are the Pringiples we act on. Such a Tryal 
will thew. us the Uprightnefs of our Intentions, 
and the Strength of our Refolutions; and 
both confirm, and enlarge our Expectations 
from Gop. In this View we may find Mo- 


tives, even to rejoice, and be exceeding glad, 
when Men. revile us; and (peak all Manner 


to 
Duty, 
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Bury, in Confidence of 4 greater dn 


our 4 to ria Good 
defeated, and render d fruitlefs; yet fill 
Religion will exhort us to perfift without 
Wearinefs or Dejection. It will remind ‘ts, 


that the preſent Effects of Virtue are but 


a ſecondary and intermediate End; the ulti- 
mate and more important Proſpect, is the 
Recompence which attends it from the Pro- 
miſes of Gop. When we have uſed the 
proper Means to promote his Honour and 
Service, and the Happinefs of our Fellow 
Creatures, we have done all that thefe’ Du- 


ties require from us; and muſt leave the 


Event to his Providence. Whatever Re- 
turn we may find here, we are fure to ſuo- 
ceed in the Point of far the greuteſt Con- 
cern, and that the Integrity of the Defign, 
and the Obedience of the Action, will te- 
commend it to his Approbation. From him 


we receive, if we faint not; receive 


even the more for our prefent Difappoint- 
ments. Our Patience will be added to the 
Account of our Virtue, and every Difficulty 
that has attended the Service, be 
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me then, 
theſe Reflections to 


excellent Work of Charity, for whofe En. 


couragement we are here affembled. A 


Work, ſo guarded from every Appearance of 
Evil, ‘fo beneficial in all its Views, equally 
promotive of the private and focial, the 
preſent and future Interefts of Mankind, 
might hope to have efcaped the Cenfure of 
Malice it ſelf. But when our holy Religion, 
the Faith that infufes and operates by this 
Spirit of Love, has been openly blaſphemed, 
infulted and ridicul’d, fo beautiful a Fruit 
and Ornament of it, muſt expect a Share in 
the ſame Treatment. We have accordingly 
ſeen this Labour of Mercy afperfed i in Weekly 
Libels, as a Scheme of Prieſteraft and Faction. 
All the Wit that could be vaifed for the 
Service, has been apply d to colour and ag- 


gravate thefe Suggeſtiens, and expofe it to 


publick Scorn or Jealouſie. Deſigns have 
been form d, and Attempts made, to obſtruct 


and entangle the Execution of it; to check 


the Zeal, divide the Counſels, and weaken 


the Hands employ’d in it. How little the 


Effect of thefe Attempts has been anſwerable 
to the Malice of them, we behold with Plea. 


in that lovely which now adorns 
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in 


this’ holy Place. 
kept its Ground, but the Providence of 
God has brought Good out of the “Evil 
intended againſt it, and it has grown and 
proſpered under the Oppoſition. The Zeal of 
3 engaged in it; has been render d more 
active; a general Concern has been awaken d 
for the Promotion of it; the Management 
has been carefully revifed, and every Appea- 

ance or of Defea 
~ 


10111 
al: no „Metin to the ‘worthy Per- 
fons; by whofe Wifdom and Piety this excel- 
appears already to act on them in its full 
Light and Impreſſion. But it 9 
to their Aſſiſtance, and excite every 
rous Diſpoſition, to give himſelf a Share in 
their Praiſe, to obſerve by how many Cha- 
racters of Virtue this Charity is diftinguith’ d ; 
what preſent Encouragements ſupport our 
Perfeverance in it; and how glorious a Pro- 
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concurs, Which can ety to Pre- 
ference in our Compaſſion. They are l, 
— cm no e acceflary to their 
| Mis- 
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5 Misfortunes, and, wnabla’ by their 
‘gations to remove them. I cannot without 
Regret. obferve, how often we ‘are impoſed 
on, how much is extorted from us by thofe 
idle Vagrants, whole, Numbers and Impor- 
tunity are the Burden of our Streets, and 
the Reproach of our Laws. Among thefe 
Wretches, indeed, ſometimes may be found 
proper Objects of an occaſional Charity: 
But when we confider, how difficultly theſe 
Exceptions are diftinguifhed, how feldom we 
are fecure from Fiction and Pretence, how 
often the Miſeries that appear to us are an 
Exeufe or Confequence of Idleneſs and Vice, 
and a Contempt of the legal Provifions made 
for Poverty; theſe Circumftances cannot but 
abate the Chearfulnefs of our Compaſſion, 
and may juftly determine our prior 4 
to Caſes where we are _ oe, to Mi- 


Now, the Charity ‘than * we are 
fuse, i is apply d to real undiſſembled Mifery ; 
and for which our Laws have made either 
none, or very unequal Proviſion. The whole 
Man, Body and Soul, ſtands before us, and 
with all the Charms of artlefs Innocence 
Pity, to the — Diſtreſſes 
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that can attend our Nature, Poor Children, 
expofed to the Wants and Temptations of 
treat us, as Men and Chriſtians, to pus on 
Bowels of Mercy; to firnith.them with honeſt 
Means of Support againſt the one, and fuch, 
principles as may defend them from the other. 
And to theſe moving Characters of the Object 
our Attention is infore d, by the Regards wo 
owe to the Welfare of our Country, the 
Honour of our Religion, the Commands and 
promiſes of God. ae 


Caw we want Perſwaſion to a Charity, 
which fo tenderly addreſſes our Affections, 
and is recomended by ſo many important 
views both of Intereſt and Duty? Can any 
fenfual Entertainments, any Ufe of our For- 
tunes give us a Pleaſure, equal to what a 
good Man feels, in Reflection on ſüch an Ad 


of Beneficencee With what Delight does he 


behold the Seeds of Grace and Virtue, here 


grow. up into Fruit? With Joy the Patriot 
pere fees Children, whofe Wickednefs, Idle- 
nefs, and Blafphemies, would probably have 
been. the Terror of, our Nights, and the OF- 
fence. of our Days, a publick Burden. and 
Diſhonour, prepared by a pious and uſeful 
Education, to be Ornaments of our Ke! gion, 
an 


carefully, fown, thrive under Culture, and 
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and Strength: and Riches to our = 
try: By their Prayers to engage the Bleſſings 


of God to us, and by their Zeal and 3 


to reſtrain thoſe overflowings of Ungo 


wbich make us afraid. With Joy the Sol- 
dier of Chrift here triumphs over his and 


his Redeemer’s Enemy, in the Proſpect of 
ſo many Souls delivered from his Tyranny, 
reſcued as a Prey out of his Teeth, and made 
God. 018 


A Work fo deſtructive to “the Interefts of 
Vice and Irreligion, may expect all the 
Powers of Darknefs to be armed againſt it; 
to be oppoſed and reviled, loaded with 
every invidious Suggeſtion which may diſ- 
credit the Deſign, or hinder the Effects of it. 
But, bleſſed be God, the Righteous are not fo 
faild from the Earth, but thofe who are 
with us, are far more than thofe who are 
againſt us. We are aſſured of the Encou- 
ragement and Protection of a wife and 
cious Prince, Who fees the Happinefs of his 
People, and the Interefts of his Throne, 
equally promoted by this Charity. He 
knows what Reverence for his Sacred Perfon, 
what Submiffion to his Authority, what 
for his “Honour, ‘th the Principles of our 
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He is called 
of his who went about doing pes 10. 
To imitate, the Beneficenoe of the 


in 


‘Religions teach and That the 


Chriſtian and the good Subject are inſepa- 
rable. Characters: That whatever Education 
engages the Affectious and Eſteem of Men 1 
to our excellent Conſtitution, equally: ſecures 


their Adherence to that happy Settlement 


of the Crown, which alone, under God, can 
continue that Blefing . to us. And the. 
Breaſt of his Royal Confort this Labour of 
Mercy. is ever fare; to find an Advocate and 
Patron ; Whoſe tender Heart is open to every 


Wr TH humble Gratitude to God, we 
acknowledge: our Happineſs in ſuch Examples 
and Supports of Virtue: | But the Chtiſtian 
acts upon Principles, and is encouraged by 
Motives far ſuperior to any temporal Con- 
ſiderations. In every Page of the facred 
Oracles of his, Religion, he hears Love and 
Benevolence enjoin d on his Confcience. 
upon to follow the Example 


Nature, to be merciſul as, his Father L ue 
— 25 is in Heaven is merciful. His Gra- 36. 
C titude 
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theſe mered 4 
be Chriftian 
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** 
p 9845 
j all that can be difficult or burden- 
opened to his Hopes, tag: d God 
M 
wharity here propofed to 
| im, is recommended to his eſpecial 
Regard. 
‘ 
“Weovrn he follow the Example of bis 
* * at 
He ſinds him in the Goſpe 
% be 
Mark 10. bis good Wik toward, 
‘ thom, embracing them in the Arms of bis 
4 ey, and afferting their Title to the 
Kingdom of Would he imitate 
; the Goodnefs and Beneficence of the Deity e 
, he may here reſemble it in y 
in that lo ely 
: Character fo often aſſumed the Divin 
| the Fatber- 
Tr 
— 


tn 


G0 bleed with 
and who feen what Cure 
and Attention is nectifary to fupply the 


numberleſs Wants of that helpleſs Age, 
the Condition of theſe Infants muſt affect 


the moſt moving Sentiments of 


appear bet a due Retutm to God, for the 
Pravifion he has enabled then to make 
for their own Off-fpring. And the. Child- 
lad may bere. adopt a Family by their 


Compaſſion; Te Barr may be a jofal 
Mather, and parchaſe a Mame Heaven, 
better than tba of Sms and Dagan 
To every; Chriſtias Chilen muſt 


appear diſtingniſhed, as the tthe Ones wbich 
belong to Chrift.: And H he. who,’ in regard 


Aud the Charity they here: beſtow, 


Ifa, 36. 


ta that Relation, gives them a Cup’ of > 
Vater, ſball not bis Reward; What 


Returns maß he expe@ from the Bounty 


— Graces. of our holy Religion, and fits then | 
for the Serve’ of their: Divine Mafter : 


with Joy, on fo many Souls prepared for 
C2 the 
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82 


their Glory. God from his holy Habitation 


2 Labours of Love; every Farthing we 
beſtow, is nated in bis Book ; will ‘derive’ on 

us the Favours of his Grace and his Pro- 
here, be to “our 


— of Bliſs, to be ‘Companions 


in their Service, and joint Inheritors of 


beholds with Delight, ſuch good Wik 
among’ Men. He fees, approves, and records 


or our Vanity will riſe up 
in Reproach againſt us; when the Expence 
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